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special House investigating committee and from the regular joint com-
mittee on printing, including a daring proposal for the government to
do its own printing and save 40 per cent. The solons, however, did not
hanker after reform enough to adopt any general scheme. Clauses were
inserted in some of the appropriation bills to remove a few of the worst
abuses, but the printing remained to haunt and curse the Democracy.
The chain of investigation, once started, lengthened rapidly. The
Democratic leaders had not been too unhappy when suspicions against
the clerk and the doorkeeper of the last House, an American and a Re-
publican respectively, had become so certain that investigating com-
mittees had been called for. These inquiries, however, implicated their
own doorkeeper, uncovering a "racket" in which Democrats were
profiting. The office of the current House doorkeeper emerged as a
patronage bureau, with that factotum appointing numerous clerks and
pages. Lately Mr. Hackney had been doing this in defiance of the
committee on accounts, to which he was responsible, and which prob-
ably wanted to pass on his choices. Also doorkeepers habitually en-
riched themselves by selling many of the sumptuous books published
by Congress which the members did not take. The committee on ac-
counts raised such a fuss about his insubordination that the House
removed him from office.11
Removal of House members, themselves, for bribery and other dis-
honesty, came up again with the return to Congress of the reelected,
but more recently expelled, Orsamus Matteson. Although he was a Re-
publican and a New Yorker at that, a Democratic investigating com-
mittee and a House majority decided that his previous expulsion was
punishment enough. He kept his seat.
When congressional corruption was rudely bared by events outside
Washington it was not so easily disposed of. A Massachusetts woolen
manufactory had gone bankrupt, and a state investigating committee
examining its affairs disclosed that $87,000 had been spent by the firm
to lobby through the tariff of 1857. This outside report compelled Con-
gress to set up its own, additional "select committee." It discovered that
W. W. Stone of this firm had gone to Washington to seek advice on
how to get the duty on raw wool lowered, and Matteson had told him
money would be needed to influence Congressmen.